
What is Entry Type 86? 
The United States recently introduced Entry Type 86 under Section 
321 of the Tariff Act of 1930 as a way to expedite ecommerce 
shipments by exempting low-value imports from customs duty. To 
be considered “low value,” merchandise must be valued at $800 or 
less (below the U.S. de minimus threshold). 

Many online sales fall within this category, making them good 
candidates for Type 86 clearance. Although free from customs duty, 
Section 321 low-value shipments remain subject to oversight by 
U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP). Entry Type 86 ensures 
regulatory requirements are met while expediting clearance. 

Growth in global ecommerce means products are being shipped cross-border at a staggering rate. 
Getting packages through customs and to customers quickly and without complications is the goal, but 
it’s not easy.  International customs duty and import tax compliance is complex and costly to manage. 
Most sellers simply don’t have the knowledge, time, or resources to do it properly, and rely on customs 
brokers and logistics providers to be the experts.  

Several countries are working to streamline the process of getting goods across international borders, 
including fast-tracking imports of low-value ecommerce shipments. This is welcome news to global 
sellers as customs delays and rejected shipments are bad for business. It’s also an opportunity for your 
business to help clients optimize cross-border operations.

Entry Type 86 expedites clearance for U.S. ecommerce imports
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Why do 10-digit HTS codes matter?  
Entry Type 86 clearance is faster and cheaper than traditional commercial clearance, with one important caveat: 
Complete 10-digit HTS codes are required for each item. A Harmonized Tariff Schedule (HTS) or Harmonized Tariff 
Schedule of the United States (HTSUS) code is used to identify merchandise imported into the U.S. Assigning the proper 
HTS code is critical to ensuring customs clearance goes smoothly. Shipments lacking the proper HTS code can be 
delayed or even rejected. 

Item classification is an onerous process. There are literally millions of codes, and each is specific to the makeup of the 
product. For example, a 100% cotton shirt has a different code than a 50% cotton shirt; a sandal made with leather has 
a different code than a sandal made with leather and cloth; and so on. 

Why is Entry Type 86 worth considering?  
There are ways to ship low-value imports without HTS 
codes, such as through a container freight station (CFS) or 
an express consignment carrier facility (ECCF). However, 
these methods have some downsides. The CFS process 
is labor-intensive and time-consuming, which can cause 
shipment delays. ECCF clearance is fast, but costly, and only 
a few couriers, including DHL and FedEx, have a license to 
clear customs via ECCF. Given its low cost and efficiency, 
Entry Type 86 may be the best option, even with the HTS 
code requirement, and a good way to help your clients 
keep costs low while still meeting consumer expectations 
for speedy delivery.

How does Avalara make it easier? 
The process of determining, verifying, and assigning tariff codes is complicated and time-

consuming. Having to do it for every item destined to cross international borders isn’t 
something most sellers are set up to handle themselves. Merchants are looking for customs 

brokers or logistics partners that can do this work for them. 

An automated solution like Avalara Item Classification allows importers to swiftly assign the 
proper HTS code to every item in each shipment and makes it easier for companies to take 

advantage of and comply with Entry Type 86 requirements. Learn more.
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